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Good “ews from the East. 


The Rev. Mr. Chapin, pastor of the Baptist 
church, in North-Yarmouth, (Me.) has recent- 
ly most clearly and luminously preached the 
doctrine of Universalism. The following para- 
graph is extracted from a sermon of his, pub- 
lished at Portland, by ‘Todd & Smith. 

‘The glury of Ged is involved in the final 
triumph of the King of Zion, 
his word, that his Son ‘shall stand and feed in 
the strength of the Lord, and in the majesty of 
the name of Jehovah ;—that ALL KINGS shall 
buw down before him; that ALL NATIONS 
shall serve him ; and that of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end.” — 
The mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure, which he hath purposed in himself, be 
hath made known uvto us. And this mystery 
is, ‘ That in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times, he might gather together in one ALL 
THINGS tn Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on the earth, even in him—that 


God has given out, 


we should be to the praise of his glory.” Uf 


ihe udirinate gothering together, in Chyist, of A LL 
the INHABITANTS, both of heaven and earth, 
be designed to praise the glory of his grace. 


what will becume of this praise and glory, if 


Christ should Joint and furl, and so the whole 
Scheme of REDEMPTION fall to the ground 7 


Can he then let go the hand of his Son, violute 
: 9 


his SiCKED OATH, and thus bring an eternal | salist as bitterly, thongh not ag_ successfully, as 


eclipse over the glory of his truth and faithful- 
ness 2? NO, brethren, His glory is dearer to him 
than all beside, and to secure its brightest lus-|‘ 
tre, he wiil support bis anointed till he accom- 
plish ALL his designs of mercy.’ 


Reader, to all this our response is, AMEN, | 


‘and let all the people say, AMEN,’ 

It-seems to be unnecessary to remark upon 
the quotation from any other motive, than to 
enable the reader to understand its true import ; 
and this we desire to do, because the doctrine 
of Universalism is here stated as explicitly and 
forcibly as we ever saw it done by its most zeal- 
ous and intelligent advocates. Let the reader 
be particular to observe that Mr. Chapin says, 
‘the glory of God is involved in the final tri- 
umphs of the King of Zion.” What is Christ. 


Striving for? Ans. The salvation of all man- heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take | would perish for want of fuod—let us therefore. 
| quietly submit to Providense—let us conceive 


kind without one exception. 


If this is never jt by force.” 


accomplished, his triumph will never be obtain- | 
ed. The glory of God is involved then, in the And from the days of John the Bartist aotil | | Now the rains must fall, and the winds mus 


salvation of the world. 





him. After having proved from scripture, that 
the gathering together of all things in Christ is 
to the praise of God’s glory, he reasons, (and 
reader, there never was a more weighty, im- 
portant, solemn question asked by man.) “If 
the ultimate gathering together of all things in 
Christ, of ALL THE INHABITANTS both of 
heaven and earth, be designed to praise the glo- 
ry of his grace, what will become of this praise 
and glory, if Christ should faint and fail, and so 
the whole scheme of redemption fall to the 
ground?” Did a Universalist ever argue more 
conclusively in favor of the salvation of all the 
inhabitants both of heaven and earth ? 

Mr. Chapin says, * God has given out his word, 
that ALL KINGS shall bow down before him ; 
that ALu NATIONS shall serve him” He 
asks, ‘can he then vtolate his sacred oath, and 
thus bring an eternal eclipse over the glory of 


ceive at once, that the Saviour had reference to 
the zeal which was manifested by those whe 
violently broke through every opposing barrier, 
forsaking fathers, mothers, wives, children. 
houses, lands, and even exposing their lives te 
destruction for the sakq of the kingdom of heav- 
en, which is the religion of the gospel. 

Note 2. If we doubt the translation of the 
learned Wakefield, it seems that there is but 
one more application that would naturally fall 
in our way, which is to say that the Saviour al- 
luded to the violent opposition which was ia 
force against the gospel, or kingdom of heaven, 
and to the violence by which the enemy shut up 
the kingdom of heaven, by taking away the key 
of knowledge, not entering themselves, nor suf- 
fering those who were disposed to enter. 

As both these applications of the text are 
matters of fact, it will be admitted by all candid 


facts are supposed to be its true mean- 


his truth and faithfulness? He answers, * NO, es. that it is not very essential which of 


brethren. His glory is dearer to him than all 
beside, and to secure its brightest lustre, he will 
support his annomted till he accomplish ALL 
bis designs of mercy.’ 

And after all, we dare not say that Mr. Cha- 
pin is an Universalist, in the proper sense of that 
term. lastead of preaching at all Gimes that-all 
nations shall serve God, he often contends that 
by far the greater part wiil be intermitably 
mi-erable. If we have a right recollection of 
the man, he is a Calvinist, lately changed from 
a Congrégationalist to a Baptist ; and we have 
no doubt that he would-n0w oppose an Univer- 


one of the order he has lately forsnken. There 
is no doubt from appearances that Where is a 


ing. H. B. 


——ED 3+ ae 


The Winter of Existence. 


‘ The afflictions of a good man, (says an ele- 
gant writer) never befai without a cause, nor 
are sent but upon a proper errand. Those 
storms are never allowed to rise, but in order to 
dispel some noxious vapors, and restore salubri- 
ty to the mora! atmosphere. Who, that for the 
first time beheld the earth in the midst of win- 
ter, bound up in frost, or drenched with floods of 
rain, or covered with snow, would have imagin- 
ed, that Nature, in this dreary and torpid state, 
was working towards its owa renovation in the 





grain of mustard'seed’ in his heart, and We pray 
that it may germinate and grow, till he stat be be | 
in spirit and practice, what he now appears 1s 
be in theory. RICHARDS. 

—= <p: a | 
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Some months past there was a request, pub- 
lished in the Magazine, that an explanation of 
Mat. xi. 12, should appear in the paper ; but the 
request was forgotton by the writer of this.— 
Within a few days he has received a renewal of , 
the request throug! another medium. 

The text follows, “*And from the days of 
John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of 


By Wakefield this text is rendered thus :— 


not saved, according to Mr. Chapin, God will and the violent seize it greedily.” | 


lose his glory. ‘This is not an inference from| 
eur premises; it is Mr. Chapin’s solely. 


Note Ist. If this rendering be admitted, there | 


Spring ? Yet we, by experience know, that 
those vicissitudes of winter are necessary for 
fertilizing the earth; and that under wintry 


rains and snows, lie concealed the seeds of those 
roses that are to blossom in the spring, of those 


fruits that are to ripen in the summer; and of 
the corn and wine which are in the harvest te 
make glad the Leart of man. It would be more 
agreeabie to us to be always entertained-with a 
fair and clear atmosphere, with cloudless skies, 
and a perpetual sunshine. Yet in most climates 
that we have knowledge of, the earth, were it 


{ alwe ays to remain in such a state, would retuse to 


yield ats fruits; and in the midst of our imagin- 
ed scenes of beauty, the starved imhatiaats 


‘this life to be the wioter of our existence.- 


If the whole world is pow, the kingdom of heaven is entered by favbe. | | war around us; but sheltering ourselves under 


| Him, who is the * covert from the siorm,’ jet us 
wait with patience, Will the storins ne life ebafi 


Tlear | is ao ambiguity in it; every reader will per- | terminate with an everlasting calin.’ 
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Pr. Baneroft’s Sermons. 


Yhe volume contains 29 Sermons * on those doc- 
irines of the gospel, and on those constituent princi- 
ples of the church, which christian professors have 
made the subject of controversy.” 

It ifnot the object of the writer of this communica- 
tion, to present the reader with all the encomiums, 


which, be thinks, the sermons, above alluded to, justly | 


nrerit; because it would require a volume to contain 


them; nor would he couse any one to think, because} 


he has some fault to find with the work, that, therefore, 
he has not found moch more, which he esteems worthy 
of praise, than of that to which he is disposed to object. 
*} he valuable compendium ofchurch history which these 
sermons contain, the Inminous refutation of the crueldoc- 
trine of Calvinistic election and reprobation,with which 
the reader will meet in them, & especially the christian 
charity and candor, which are peculiar and permanent 
characteristics of the work, justly entitle it to the re- 
spectful attention of an enlightened public. But 

It seems evident that the doctor is incorrect in the 
following instances : 

Ist. A defect in reasoning found in Sermon 19th 
entitled ‘* Evangelical obedience necessary to Salva- 
tion.”? On the first page of this sermon the author 
says; ‘*God who gave existence to man, designed 
that existence as a blessing’ And on the 6th page of 
ihe same sermon he has the following ; “* Are the ad- 
ministrations of God inadequate to their designed pur- 
pose? Can the measures of his adoption fail of reat 
ing the intended object? Impossible.” And yet the 
design of thissermon is to make it appear that man, by 
an agency of which he is possessed, may finally fail of 
salvation and mies of eternal life! 

Of all the DkSIGNED PURPOSES embraced in the 
counsels of our heavenly Father, concerning us, ne one 
can be of greater importance to ns, then the design that 
our existence should be a blessing to us. But it is evi- 
dent that the doctor believes that this design of God 
may fail at last; end if so, ought he not to fees bimseli 
hound to show reasons if there be any, which prove to 
him, thet al! the rest of the DESIGNED PURPOSES of the 
Creator may not, like this major one, be finally de- 
feated ? 

Again: Incorrect reasoning may be traced from the 
following proposition, found on the first page of this 
sermon; ** Salvation is pleced within the attainment 
of every individual of the human family.» Notwith- 
standing this, the doctor designs to show that many 
wil] fai) of this Salvation ; but does not seem to be a- 
ware that, according to his arguments, o)] men may 6- 
nally fail of salvation as well as any! He does not 
sseem to realize that his arguments allow that universal 
salvation may finally prove true; and that universal 
annihilation (for he believes in the annihilation of the 
finally impenitent) may finally close tie vast labors of 
the Mediator, whom God sent, ** not to condemn the 
world, but that the world through him might be saved.” 

2d. The Rev. Dr, has rendered his arguments not a 
little exceptionable, by applying those passages of 
ecripture, which speak of judging and rewarding men 
according to their works, to a foture state, without at- 
tempting to show that they were originally designed to 
be thus applied. Had he been a contemporary with 
Dr, Chauncey, or others, who in former times, endeav- 
ered to prove that the sufferings of hell, in the future 
state would eventuate in the final reconciliation of those 
who should endure them, this manner of applying scrip- 
ture would excite no wonder; but there is now no 
more propriety in such procedure, than there would be 
jn an attempt to prove the doctrine of transubstantia- 
tion by quoting the passages which Roman Catholic 
doctors have used for that purpose. If Dr. Bancroft, 
or any other divine, will produce a single passage, of 


ty «holy writ, which as evidently applies punishment to a 











future state of existence, as the words-of Christ literal- 
ly prove the doctrine of the real presence, recorded 
Luke xxii. 19, one main argument in favor of universal 
salvation will be at once given up. It is, at this day, 
contended, that these seriptures, which divines have 
been in the habit of applying to the punishment of men 
in a future state, are misapplied when used in this way ; 
and on this account it should be considered the duty of 
him, who would disprove onivarsal salvation, by the 
application of such passages as speak of judging and re- 
warding men according to their works, to a future state, 
to prove, beyond reasonable di+pute, that such passa- 
ges do indeed belong to such a subject. 

3d. It seems almost impossible to avoid astonish- 
ment at the way in which the Dr. attempts to prove 
the doctrine of the annibilation of some of the human 
family. On this all-important subject, the Dr. thinks 
that St. Paul expresses the letter and spirit of both the 
Old and New-Testaments in Rom. vi. 23, ** The wages 
of sin is death.” This death he contends is annihila- 
tion. But he seems not to understand, that, according 
to this argument, he proves universal annthilalion. 

In the 3d chaptes.of this epistle, the author labors to 
prove what he so plainly expresses in verse 23, ‘* For all 
have sinned and ceme short of the glory of God.” — 
Now ifall men have sinved, and if the wages of sin is 
death, and if this death be annihilation, and if all men 
are to be finally rewarded according to their works, the 
conclusion that all men will be finally annihilated is 
unavoidable! But that the inspired apostle meant no 
such thing, is as clear as any truth of scripture. See 
chapter 5, verses 20, 21, ** Moreover, the law entered 
that the offence might abound: but where sin abound- 
ed, grace did much more abound: that as sin hath 
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through 
righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our 
Lord.”? Will the doctor be willing to read this pas 
sage according tohis argument? ‘Then he must read it 
as follows; ** That as sin hath reigned unto anni’.ila 
tion, even so might grace reign through righteousness 
unto eternal life, to those who have been annihilated, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord !” 

St. Paul testifies that Jesus Christ has brought life 
ond immortality to light through the gospel; but the 
inventions of men contend for many things, «nd seem 
willing to contend for eny thing by which life and im- 
mortality are obscured, or rendered doubtful. To hold 
up the gospel of eternal life, for the whole human fami- 
ly, and that without making any more distinction, in 
the future state, than St. Paul does, where he says ; 
** As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive,” is subject to many objections from the 
partial wisdom which is from beneath. 

One cries out, and says ; this is too good to be true. 
Another, that this doctrine make no distinction be- 
tween virtue and vice. Another, that religion, piety 
and devotion are, by this doctrine, rendered useless. 
And then ingenuity is set to work to alter the divine 
testimony, and qualify it in such a manner as to suit 
the dispositions of partial minds. 

Some have a disposition suited to the Calvinistic 
creed, which dooms an infinite multitude of the human 
race to endless torment, in the most arbitrary and un- 
conditional manner; others think they have filed off 
the uncouth barbarity of this crue] system, by resting 
the eternal] state on conditions of obedience in this life, 
taking care, at the same time, to allow that the Crea- 
tor knew from eternity that the greatest part of man- 
kind would be sinful and miserable world without end; 
others try to neutralize the borrors of endless damnation 
by adding the probability of annihilation ; while others 
endeavor to accommodate their feelings with a bope 
that those who are more wicked than themselves, in 
this world, will be subdued and brought to love God by 
the torments of hell hereafter, and finally be happy. 

But let the solemn questions be duly regarded, 
whether he, who has died for us and rose again. by 
whom life and immortality are brought to light, lias, by 





his death and resurrection, brought any of these hl 
man inventions to light? 

Has he exhibited himself, in the resurrection, as the 
first fruits of those who are to suffer endless torture?. 
Has he exhibited himself, in the resurrection, as the 
first fruits of those who are to endure for ages the tor. 
ments of purgatory ? or has he exhibited himself, jp the 
resurrection, as the Grst fruits of thore who are to be 
tormented hereafter unti! they are annibilated? 

Vhe christian should realize that there is no other 
evidence given, in the gospel, of a future existence, 
than the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Aside from this, 
our faith is vain; and whatever we believe, in regard 





to a future state, which is not manifested in the risen 
and glorified Saviour, is nothing but human invention, 
Can the christian see, in the risen, glorified Son of 
God, sin, torment, or annihilation? No; bot gloty, im- 
Grant we thi- faith, a Grm 
belief of this simple fact, and | am prepared to live to 
God, | am prepared to die triumphant. his faith js 
the bread of life to him who receives it; it is the we. 
ter of life to such as are permitted ‘o drink thereof— 
But the moment that the perturbed waters of human in- 


mortelity, and eternal tife. 


vention are permitted te wingle in the mind, the laren . 


of ‘the pharisee and of the sadducee will be present: 
ed, and death in the room of life is the consequence, 


** Lord, | believe, help thou mine unbelief.” H.B, . 
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On Future Punishment. 


4 


Some people have contended, and that too very 


strenuously of late, that God, in another state of enist +, 
enee, will punish some of the human race for theircon- - 


duct in this state. As this is a subject of great magniz 
tude, inasmuch as it involves the character of the Sa- 
‘reme, so it cannot be too critically examined, But 
let ns inqnire, who are those that are to be punished in 
Ans. The wicked. But are there any 
that are not wicked ? If then all 
the wickeil are to be punished in a future state, sball 
we not aJl be punished there ? 

But says the believer in future punishment, some 


a future state ? 


** No, not one.” 


men are much more wicked than others, although all 
are in a degree wicked, and al] who are the most wick- 
ed will be punished in a future state. Some men do 
more good than evil, others more evil than good. ‘The 
last mentioned ought to be punished in another world. 
That there are those who do more evil than good may 
with propriety be doubted ; but even allowing that there 
are, will it afford the believer in future punishment 
proof of his doctrine? Can he prove that there is not 
as much difference in the condition of mankind in this 
state as it respects their happiness or misery, as there 
is in their characters? If he cannot prove this, he 
should not contend ‘for the doctrine of future punish- 
ment. Let ns inquire of one that does more good than 
evil, if he has not his reward for it. Friend, you attend 
meeting every sabbath, and their prayer meetings eve 
ry week; why do you de this? He answers, I take 
such solid satisfaction in.attending public worship, and 
in bowing down before God's throne ip holy adoration, 
that I would not be prevented from the performance of 
these exereises for al] the wealth of the world; yea 
more, if | knew that the eager eye of the inquisitot 
was on its watch, and there was great danger of my bee 
ing tortured and racked by bim, I should be induced to 
engage in these exercises, the most delightful than caa 
arrest the attention of man. 
of the pious soul. But what will he suffer who does 
not perform these exercises? Aps. He will suffer the 
destitution of all the sublime pleasure which the othet 
enjoys. Ask the honest man why he pays his debts 
why he refrains from theft, and why he does not diso- 
hey the laws of his country. He answers, that he may 


mainiain his reputation, escape the gallows, &c. enjoy 


These are the sentiment® 





oS . ss 


5 i sl edad 











& 
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th approbation of a good conscience, and satisfy bi: 
desire to be virtuous. But what will he suffer who i is 
not honest? Ans, The loss of-reputation, imprison: 
ment, and the awful upbraidings of a guilty conscience. 
The wicked in this state suffer the destitution of al) 
the enjoyment which the righteous possess, and they 
experience all those afflictions and that punishment 
which the righteous escape. These remarks include 
all men, the most righteous and the most wicked, and 
they will in the writer’s estimation, stand approved at 
the tribunal of enlightened reason. How then, can we 
contend that some will be punished in another state 
and that others will not, when we see that the differ 
ence in their moral conduct is invariably connected 
with its equal difference in their happiness and misery in 
this state ? 

The believer in fature punishment confends, that all 
those who do not repent in this life will be punished 
fora time in a future state. But what does he mean 
by repentance? He seems to speak of repentance as 
an act that can be performed but once, which, when 
performed, is a perfect security against any unhappi- 
ness in a future state. But does he suppose that a man 
may repent at one time for all the sins that he ever has 
committed, and that he ever wil] commit? A man 
may repent of all the eins that he has committed, if he 
remember them all; but he cannot repent of those 
which be may commit in future. But it seems. to be 
believed, by some, that a man may have one general 
repentance of al], that he ever has done, or ever will do 
wrong. No one can have such repentance, except he 
poseess a bright recollection of all he has done, and a 
perfect knowledge of all he will do. We certainly 
find people doing wrong after they profess to have re- 
pented. The argument in favor of future punishment 
that we are now examining supposes that we shal! be 
punished in another world, for all our sins that are on 
repented of in this life. If this be trne, all of us may 
endure some panishment there, for there is no one pro, 
bably that has repented of every sin that he has com- 
mitted. We may have repented of many and of many 
of che worst of our sins, and yet there may he many, 
which were entirely forgot- 
and the uproar 


very wany unrepented of, 
ton by us amid the hustle of business, 
ofthe world. On this principle, 
all men will not be punished in a foture state? On the 
other hand, 
punishment, itis very probsble that all will escape it ; 
for it is perfectly reasonable to suppose, that th-re is 
no man who has not at some time repented of some of 
the sins which he has committed. The advocates of 
future punishment use every indefinite Janguage to con- 
vey their ideas. They say that those who do not re- 
pent will be punished hereafter, What does this mean? 
A man may repent when he is thirty years old of all 
the sins he ever has committed, if he remember them, 
and he may be very wicked afterward and die in un- 
belief. But according to the literal meaning of the 
language which believers in future punishment use, this 
man will escape punishment hereafter; and yet he is 
the very one for whose future unhappiness they strenu- 
eusly contend. vergivey 10 One, tends to ex- 
pand and enlarge, and not to contract, the facul- 
ties. ‘The existence of such a system as Univer- 


salism furnishes a new proof of the ardent de- 
in a future life, if he is punished for them here.  1x«- 


pentance will not save any man from the just punish- 
ment of his sins; therefore, if he do repent of them, be 
will be punished for them. The argument of the advo- 
cate of future punishment seems to be predicated upon 
the idea, that repentance will save us from a just pun- 
ishment. This argument must be fallacious, for it is 
Predicated upon an error. However, even allowing 
the argument as bad as it is, can it be proved that all 
do not repent before they are ushered into a future 
state? Cannot he who said, ** Let there be light, anv 


how do we know that 


if all those who repent are to eseape this 


there was light,”? who can change us from corruption 
to incerruption ‘ in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
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ye,” bow the will, change the affections, and reno- 


vate the soul “‘ in a moment?” And is there any more 
impropriety in doing one, than the other ? 

The believer in future punishment contends that all 
those who die in unbelief will be miserable fora time ip 
a future state. All those who die in the unbelief of 
what? Ans. The unbelief of the gospel. Let us in- 
quire a little concerning this. Paul says, ** For we 
which have believed do enter into rest,” and he prays, 
may ‘* the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 
in believing ;? and Peter says, ‘** believing, ye rejoice, 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory.» But is a man 
to be tormented in a future state because he is desti- 
tute of rest, and peace, and glory, and unspeakable 
joy in this life? Ifa man believes the gospel, he has 
the comfort of believing it, and if he does not believe it, 
he is destitute of comfort, he must be exposed to fear 
and torment. Instead of such an one’s being an object 
of punishment, | should think him an object of pity. — 
I marvel that a Universalist should contend that God 
will punish usin a future world for unbelief in this.— 
He that thinks it his duty to believe in the terrific doc- 
trine of endless misery suffers the dreadful consequence. 
No wonder that he should expect to be rewarded for 
bis faith in a future world; for it is a great trouble to 
him in this, and not so much wonder that he thinks 
those will be punished who in this life do not endure 
the dreadful consequence of doing their duty. But if 
the true faith is all joy and peace, the want of these 
things is a sufficient condemnation for not possessing it. 


| If my child should believe from the time that he was 


five till] be was ten yeare old that I was his enraged 
enewy, | should think it wrong to punish him ten 
years afterwards for it. The pain which such a faith 
would impart, would be, in my view, a sufficient re- 
compense. A few words upon this subject are enough. 
If it is contended that the unbeliever will suffer in a fu- 
ture state only for his unbelief there, and if it can be 
proved that we shal} there be unbeliesers, there is no 
subject of controversy, , 
Reader, bear with me a little Jonger. As it is con- 
tended that some of the human race wil] be punished 
after Ceath and before the resurrection, in an intermed- 
iate state, it will be proper for us to pursue the subject 
a jittle farther. Where are the righteous to be while 
the wicked are punished? Are they to be in the inter- 
mediate state? If so, must they not suffer the inconven- 
iences and imperfections of tbat state? Must they not 
he less happy than they will be in the immortal state? 
But they may be raised to the immortal state before the 
wicked are, and be admitted to its joys, while the 
wicked are suffering their dreadfu] doom in the inter- 
mediate state. But alas! what reflections must poison 
their cup of glory. The mother’s children are in bell. 
The husband’s wife, the child’s father, where are they. 
They are not raised. They are corruptible ; they are 
miserable. ‘** Whether one member suffer, all the wem- 
bers suffer with it... The mother must mourn her 
children, the husband his wife, the child its father.— 
Perfect bappiness to them must be a stranger. Their 
harps would indeed be hung upon the willowe, Un- 
der such circumstances what great advantage would it 
be to exchange this for that state? RICHARDS. 
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Nothing makes a man more earn- 


est in his endeavors to do good, than being convinced 
that happiness will be the result of his labors. 

I shall endeavor at this time, to show wherein an er- 
ror has been committed, by not attending to the natur- 
al cause of virtue. 

It is the opinion of come individuals, that the virtuous 
man finds his way to be rugged and barren, and that 
there is no happiness in this world to be obtained by 
practicing virtue, and no feward for the same, save 
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that which be will receive in a future state; and oh 
the other band, the, vicious man can live and practice 
iniquity, and find exquisite pleasure in the eame, with- 
out receiving apy punishment, until the next state of 
existence. 

I would here wish to inform the reader, that it is not 
my intention to prove or disprove future punishment ; 
but merely to show that the believer in the sentiment 
above named, will find it to be erroneous. 

The virtuous man, if he be truly such, will find e 
happiness in the very act of performing his duty. He 
will not look forward for any other reward, than the 
one which virtue alone gives. Content with any situa- 
tion in life, in which he may be placed, he is ready to 
meet with all the difficulties which may arise to ob- 
struct his pursuit after virtue, with calmness and com- 
plecency. He will] not only consider the path of virtne 
to be easy, but will find in it that peaee of mind, and 
that serenity of temper, which are calculated to alle- 
viate the pains of sickness, and to bear him up under 
the worst evils fo which he may be exposed. Sncha 
man knows the real worth of virtue. He would not 
desire a more pleasing sensation than that of relieving 
his fellow men. Instead of loading his brethren with 
the wrath of God, and the eternal condemnation that 
awaits them io a future state, he pities their weakness, 
and tries to convince them of the errors they labor un- 
der,. On the other hand, vice is the contrary to virtue. 
Her ways, if they be once tried, will prove wretched 
indeed. The vicious man, far from being happy, is con- 
tinually seeking after hidden treasures, which he thinks 
will afford him some relief; but alas! when he has 
once gaived the desired object, he finds no more satis- 
faction than before. He is distressed in mind, and 
continually meets with fresh troubles, which add more 
and more to his cup of affliction. His friends al} for- 
sake him, and when the last hour of this poor distract- 
ed, forlorn individual’s existence arrivee, the horrors of 
a life spent in sin and vanity, rush like a torrent upon 
bis weak imagination, till death, the end of his suffer- 
ings, arrives, and puts an end to his miserable cxist- 
ence. 

Thus have I preeented before you, the true charac- 
ters of virtue and vice. Who can contemplate the 
wretched consequences of vice, and not exclaim, * The 
way of the transgressor is hard.” Who can contem- 
plate the character of virtue and not say ‘ Her ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.’— 
Would it not be for the good of society instead of put- 
ting off the reward of virtue, and the punishment of 
vice till the next state of existence, to teach the infinite 
value of the one, and the dangerous effects of the other 
here in time. 1 am of opinion, that half ef the evils 
practiced in society are produced by this erroneous 
opinion, that the virtuous man’s ways are bard, but the 
vicious man’s easy. Even if it were the intention of 
God to punish the transgressor, and reward the virtuous 
man, in another state of existence, the preaching of it 
would be no prevention aguinst doing wrong, with- 
out annexing for what purposes we are commanded to 
restrain from the one, and embrace the other. God's 
commands to his children are for their benefit, and 
without this simple truth, being experienced, they can- 
not act agreeably to them. If men be not informed 
that *the way of the transgressor is hard,’ they wil] go 
on in sin and wickedness, in preference to the bard 
road of virtue. Here the error has been committed, 
by separating those things in nature which are so close- 
ly combined, | mean the cause and the effect. Ifa 
men practice a crime of the smallest magnitude, he 
will immediately find the effect of following it. Were 
it not better instead of preaching the erroneous senti- 
ment, that men can go on in sin and enjoy themselves, 
to teach the true one, that as soon as they depart from 
the precepts of virtue, they subtract so much frour 
their own happiness. Perhaps this is a subject which 
requires more attention than I can give it at present ; 
and shall conclude, by observing, that for the purpose 
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’ teach future punishment. For no one that will examine , 


_ proceed in stating a few of the arguments in favor of his 
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of leading men to be virtuons, it js unnecessary to | 
the path of virtue, can wish for a better reward, 
than the practicing of her precepts, and of vice, that 
ean wish for a better preventative from doing wreng 
than its effects produce. If God had commanded his | 
children to those things which were unnatural or not 
calculated for their own benefit, then we might at- 
tempt to murmur; but since he has commanded us to 
do nothing unnatural, or inconsistent with the welfare 
of bis creatures; then, the virtuous man should en- 
deavor to convince the wicked that his way is hard, 
and by continuing in so doing, he will deprive himself 
of the happiness he might enjoy by doing good. And, 
by the wicked man’s experiencing that it is his inferest | 
to practice virtue, he will not continue long in sin. — 
‘his | conceive to be the only way to lead men to be 
virtuous, and this the only way to prevent men from 
doing evil. Thus | have made a few observations with 
regard to virtue and vice. If the reader will examine 
them thoroughly, be will not find them to be totall, 
destitute of plausibility. J. P.M. 


A. 


From the (Portland,) Christian Intelligencer. 
ANECDOTE. 

A pious minister after studying the Scriptures for ma- 
wy years, pleased to find so many promises, prophecies | 
and positive declarations in support of univ «<1 salva. | 
tion, and not a passage in favor of Calvinism, was de. 
sirous of seeing Mr. PF. a preacher of that doctrine, and 
of hearing him in defence of his ** heter:dox” sy stem, 
as it is called. He accordingly requested Mr. F. end | 
a young conceited clergyman, righ! [rom an Institution | 
where sophistry is taught for divimity, to meet at his | 
house on a certain evening. Being too old and dircern:- | 
ing to engage {n the argument, the nged gentleman, 
opened the conversation of the evening by informing | 
Mr. F. that he had requested the company of the young | 
tuinister and iimself, that the doctrine of universal sa)- 
vation might be fairly discussed in his presence ; but he 
would be excused from taking any part in the debate, | 
on account of his age. He proposed that Mr. F. should 








doctrine, and that the young clergyman shonld oppose 
him, according to orthodox rules, Mr. F. therefore be- 
gan ;—The scriptures assert that, ‘* God is good unto 
all, and his tender mercies are overall his works ;” 
‘therefore he never was so cruel as ¢o decree the endless 
misery of the greatest part of his noblest work. The 
Baviour declares, ** The Father loveth the Son and hath 
given all things into his hand; that he bath power over 
all flesh, and will give eternal life to as many as the Fa. 
ther hath given him ;” therefore all men will have eer- 
nal life, instead of endless sufferings. St. Paul also af- 
firms, ** As in Adam al] die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive ; and if any man be in Christ be is a new 
crature.”> And do you contend, Sirs, that new men in 
Christ will be endlessly tormented, or that God repro, 
bated to that state any of those who died in the Grst 
Adam, and were made alive in the second, the Lord 
from heaven? The young collegiate in divinity, some- 
what surprised at the fluency and address of Mr. F- 
‘and half confounded at his ready and just connexion of 
the scriptures, walked nimbly about the room, exerting 
his mind to recollect the can! which his learned tutor 
g*ve those texts, but failing in the attempt, he star- 
ed the old clergyman in the face, exclaiming—“‘I thought 
you invited me here to dispute with a man who disbe. 
lieved the bible and denied the Saviour ; but instead of 
that, | find I have got to convince him that the Psal- 
mist was a deceiver, Jesus an impostor, and Paul a false 
witness, or acknowledge Universalism to be true?” | 





tian,” though our foundations of hape, are as distinct 


,as theory is concerned. But has not the editor of the } 
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SELECTED. 


The Family Bible. 


“OA! thal I were as in months past."— Joh xxix, 


te Very well,” calmly replied the aged divine, ** 4s 
we find the controvercy is, in reality, between Calvin- 
jem and the doctrine of the New Testament, I think we 
may as well submit it to the real authors of each, with- 
out further interference, 
How painfully pleasing the fond recollection, 
Of youthful connexions and innocent joy ; 
FROM THE SAME. When blest with parental advice and affection 
oommren ope a ees: with peace from on high: 
: still view the chairs of my sire a j 
The Key Stone, or Foundation. The sachs 6f talk pea og cau 7 
And the richest of books, which excell’d ev'ry came 
The Family Bible that Jay on the stand, . 
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Every system of religion has its fundamental prinet- 
ple, on which its whole truth depends, as does an arch 
upon its key-stone, ora fabric on its foundation. If} That Bible, the volume of God's inspiration, 
the key-stone be rotten or the foundation sandy, the] At morn, and at even, could plellh delight: 
superstructure, however splendid and cestly, will ulti-| And the prayer of our sire was a sweet invoestion 
mately fall. ‘This we think is a position to which no rea-| for mercy by day and for safety through night, 
sonable christian will object, even our enemies them-| Our hymne of thanksgiving with harmony swelling, 
selves being judges. It is noless evident, that two sys-| All warm from the hearts of a family band, 
tems of doctrine, which disagree, in regard to the foun-| Half rais’d us from earth to that rapturous dwelling 
dation on which they are built, do essentially disagree ; Describ’d in the Bible that lay ou the stand, ¢ 
and though it be not certain that either is right, it is Ve scenes of tranquility, tong have we sadtia 
certain that one is wrong. As the editor of one of tbe My hopes almost gone—and my ’ 

7 ° . ° ° ; ‘ . y parents no more: 
religious publications in this town, | wish to show the] jn sorrow and sadness I live bdelivd hinted ; 
reader, whatever may be his views, that the foundation | 4n4 wander unknown on a far distant aunn 
on which ft found my system of doctrine is entirely dif-| Yet how can I doubt a dear Saviour's srietecthis 
ferent from that on which the Rev. Editor of the Chris- | Forgetful of gifts from his bountiful hand, ; 
tian Mirror, builds his, and leave it for others to decide |O! let me with patience receive his correction 
on the truth of our several systems. I feel under the | And thiuk of the Bible that lay on the stand. 
greater obligationto make this exhibition of the differ- 
ence in our views, on account of onr having both char 


acterised our works with the appellative name, * Chris- 
and different, nuless be has essenti»lly changed his sen- and wept.°—Gen. xxi. 11. 
timent, within a short time, as light is from darkness, 
truth from error, and purity from moral pollution. The 
whole fabric of doctrine which | support and defend, ia 
built on Jesus Christ, as its key-stone and foundation. 
This | consider as ** the foundation of the Apostle. 
and Prophets, tried and sure,” * chosen of God »nd 
precious,”’ ** Other foundation can po man lay,” bet- 
ter than that of sand, Whoever acknowledges any 
other foundation, could better be described by some 
other appellation, than that of Christian, so far at least 


Did not the tear in Hagar’s eye, 
As o’er her dying son she knelt, 
In sprectiless—sile ut agony, 
Show what the anxious mother felt! 


And when she sofUly breathed her prayer, 
Her tearful eyes upraised t. Heaven, 

Did vot the anguish beaming there, 
Show how a mother’s heart was riven? 


Then when the sweetest accents fell, 

The voice from Heaven—* Thy son shall live!” 
Think ye an angel’s tongue could tell, 

The joys that bade her heart revive? 


Mirror, confessed, another key-stone, another founda- 
tion? These are his own words; viz. * They (the 
Quakers) deny most of the doctrines of the gospel.— 
They take away the key-sfone or foundation of the 
whole fabric, by denying fofal depravity.’ No criti- 
cism is necessary to make his meaning obvious; it must 
he, that folal depravity is the all-essentia) article of the 
christian faith, deny which, and you have no founda- 
tion on which todepend. However depraved men are, 
convince Mr. Rand it is not. fofal, and you strike the 


O! there's a something in the tear, 
That dims a mother’s kindling eye ; 
A charm so fraught with love—so dear, 
We weep—we know not—care not—why. 


Yes—if a spark was ever given 
‘lo mortals, from the fires above ; 
If e’er a flower hath bloomed in Heaven, 











key-stone from the arch of his heavenly hopes, and his It is a Mother’s tender Love. : 

** whole fabric,” tumbles in ruin on his devoted head; 

his whole foundation is taken from beneath him, and he er. 
has no comforts remaining. Now if his be the chris- 1 § infow MARRIED, 


tisn hope, mine is not. So long as 1 believe in Jesus) “®*¥ + Why do you de this? He snsWerk; f some” 


Cunist, the Son of God with power by the AIT, solid satisfaction in.attending public worship, and 
n bowing down before God's throne ip holy adoration, 


tion from the dead, | have a foundation inGnitely pre- ; 
hat I would not be prevented from the nerfarmance of 


ferable to his—total depravity. The public willdecide. 
which of us has built on the rock laid in Zion, and| _!™ Salem, Mass. Mr. William Cottle to Miss Mary 


whose publication most deserves the appellative name | @00ale- 
—** Christian.” In Marblehead, Mr. James Gwinn, of Salem, to Miss 


Sally Thorner. 


DIED, 

Give not over thy mind to heaviness: The gladpess| In this city, Miss Mary Riggs, eldest daughter of Mr. 
of the heart is the life of man ; and the joyfulness of a| Winthrop R. formerly of Gloucester, aged 21. 
man prolongeth his days. Remove sorrow far from| Charles H. son of Abie} Butterick, aged 3 years and 
thee ; for sorrow hath killed many, and there is no pro- | 9 months. 
fit therein; and carefulness bringeth age before the| Mrs. Hannah, wife of Capt. Artemas Young, aged 
ume, 38. Moses Morse, son of Hazen Morse, aged 4 mos- 








ae 


* And Hagar sat over against him Z. 
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